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Advertising Rates:

Did you know you can advertise in

The Wag 
Magazine?
Our very reasonable advertising rates 

include an initial introduction/bio of your 

company along with your advertisement.

Contact the editor for details.

Contact Us
Postal Address: PO Box 231, 
Sutherland NSW 1499

Tel: (02) 9521 1633 (clubhouse 

during training hours)

Web: www.ssdtc.com.au

Email: 
information@ssdtc.com.au

All contributions for THE WAG 
must be emailed to 
editor@ssdtc.com.au

Contributions must be received 
at least two weeks prior to 
distribution otherwise inclusion 
cannot be guaranteed

Opinions expressed in THE WAG 
are not necessarily those of the 
Sutherland Shire Dog Training 
Club Inc. or its committee.

Any veterinary advice printed 
in THE WAG should be checked 
with your own vet.

SINGLE EDITION
FULL PAGE $55

HALF PAGE $40
QUARTER PAGE $22

3 EDITIONS
FULL PAGE $165 

HALF PAGE $115

QUARTER PAGE $66

6 EDITIONS
FULL PAGE $300 

HALF PAGE $210
QUARTER PAGE $120 
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Find us on Facebook

http://www.ssdtc.com.au/
mailto:information@ssdtc.com.au
mailto:editor@ssdtc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064528518779
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Editor’s Note

President’s Report

Well, it's been a busy few months. Your club has 
had great success over the past months with our 
Trick Dog Test in April and Rally/ Obedience Trial in 
May, both being received by judges and 
competitors alike, as very professionally organised 
and run.

There is a huge amount of work that goes into organising, prior to the day, and, then 
on the day. A very sincere thank you goes to all our volunteers involved. Well done.

Our members that competed in these events, also had some great success. Well 
done again.

To wrap up the first half of the year, we have our Agility Trial being held on Sunday 
15th June. We would greatly appreciate any additional members that would like to 
volunteer to help out on the day. This is a great path for any newer members, who 
are interested in Agility, to gain an insight into what is involved. Let the team in the 
clubhouse know if you are interested in helping out. It will be a great day and you will 
learn a lot.

Hopefully, the weather holds off and doesn't adversely affect our training and trial 
sessions over the next few months.

Congratulations to everyone on their fantastic 
results at the recent dog trials! Your dedication, 
hard work, and sportsmanship truly shone 
through, and each of you represented our club 
with pride and excellence. Whether you walked 
away with ribbons or valuable experience, your

commitment to your dogs and the sport reflects the heart of what makes our 
community so special.

Special thanks and kudos to our event sponsors – Black Dog & Clisdells!

When your human is the editor of the magazine, you get to be on the front page ;) 
but if you want your dog featured in the magazine drop me a line at 
editor@ssdtc.com.au You’ll also see me at training and trials hovering and taking 
pictures, so look out for your furry friend in future editions.

Lee Collett

Brian Jarrett

mailto:editor@ssdtc.com.au


Dario Ballone of CARINGBAH with Poodle x Stitch
Stephen Callaway of SYLVANIA with Poodle x Milly
Alissa Chaitar of PANANIA with Australian Kelpie Milo
Anne Foreshew of HEATHCOTE with Golden Retriever x Sam
Michael Hollis of PADSTOW with Australian Cattle Dog x Shadow
Roisin Kerin of CARINGBAH with Poodle x Stitch
Thomas Pike of GYMEA with Australian Kelpie x Sailor
Dana Pisani of KURNELL with Dobermann Miami
Gerard Robert of PANANIA with Australian Kelpie Milo
Jinying Shen of SYLVANIA with Poodle x Milly
Carisa Wells of with Mastiff x Spike
Bree Young of CARINGBAH SOUTH with German Shepherd Dog Zeeva
David Bigg of PADSTOW HEIGHTS with Poodle x Benji
Jared Cowan of GYMEA with Dachshund Salsa and Dachshund Chicha
Lisa Doig of CARINGBAH SOUTH with Continental Toy Spaniel x Frida
Michael Frost of YARRAWARRAH with Poodle x Maisy
Felicity Golder of BARDEN RIDGE with Miniature Schnauzer Lucy
Felicia Henderson of SUTHERLAND with Poodle x Daisy
Andrew Lloyd of MIRANDA with Australian Kelpie Roxy
Andrea Purnomo of WOLLI CREEK with Miniature American Shepherd Chino
Florencia Suarez of GYMEA with Dachshund Chicha and Dachshund Salsa
Robert Sutherland of with Labrador Retriever Rollo
Richard Warren of MIRANDA with German Shepherd Dog Kashi

New Members
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Thank you to Black Dog for sponsoring our Agility Trial with 2.5kg Dry Food 
for 1st place – and treat packets for 2nd and 3rd. Black Dog also provided 

sample packets for the obedience and rally trial.
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iPetStore.com.au
9 iPetStore is a family 

owned, Sydney based pet 
supplies store. Starting in 
2013 as an on-line only pet 
supplies business, their 
warehouse is now open to 
the public 7 days week 
and includes Puppy 
Preschool and a DIY Dog 
Wash.

 They ship to most places 
in Australia and offer free 
shipping to most metro 
areas.  iPetStore can be 
found at Warehouse 27, 3-
11 Flora St, Kirrawee - just 
down the hill from 
Woolworths and South 
Village.  There is parking 
available on the site and 
they are open Mon-Fri: 
9am - 5pm, Sat: 9am-3pm, 
Sun: 10am-2pm.

 All of their products are 
distributed from their 
warehouse in Kirrawee. 
The team is available to 
chat via phone 9am-5pm 
(AEST) or if you would 
prefer, you can email 
sales@ipetstore.com.au

https://ipetstore.com.au/
mailto:sales@ipetstore.com.au


CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
We need your support for 
both the Obedience/Rally 

and Agility trials.  We require 
stewards for Obedience & 
Rally for May, and Agility in 

June.  Please see Shanelle or 
Jan to put your name down to 

help out on these days.

Calendar of Events

Club Event Dates

6 April – Trick Dog 
Test

12 May - Tracking 
Trial (T&S)

18 May -
Obedience & 
Rally Trial 

15 June - Agility 
Trial

21 June – Track & 
Search Trial
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If you can steward, help in the 
kitchen or are savvy on the 

computer, please reach out to 
Shanelle Corben at 

ams.corben@bigpond.com 

THERE WILL BE NO TRAINING ON

6th APRIL, 18th MAY

or 15th JUNE

Training 
Dates

First Sunday for 
2025 Training will 
be Sunday 2 
February

Final Sunday for 
2025 Training will 
be Sunday 7 
December

The Wag Magazine 
distribution dates 
are 1st of February, 
April, June, August, 
October & 
December

Meeting 
Dates

Instructors 
Meetings take 
place on the first 
Sunday of every 
month after 
general training

Committee 
Meetings take 
place on the 
second Sunday of 
every month after 
general training

Annual General 
Meeting will be held 
SUNDAY 14 
SEPTEMBER



11

Bearded Collie 

Obedience/Rally/Tricks Trial

On Sunday 4th May, 2025 The Bearded Collie Club of NSW hosted an 
Obedience/Rally/Tricks trial.  It was open to Group 5 Working Dogs 
only.  We thank the Judges for their participation, who were Darryl 
Turley for Obedience, Shanelle Corben for Rally and Loretta Rabbitt for 
Tricks.  Also thanks to Andrea Munn for being our Canine 
Representative and Kitchen helper

Loretta Rabbitt with Judy Turley

Darryl Turley

Shanelle Corben & Lynda Brandt

We would sincerely like to thank 
Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club 
(SSDTC) for their generosity in allowing 
the “Beardies” to use the Clubhouse and 
equipment to hold this trial.  We also had 
wonderful Stewards, (some of which are

pictured) which we would also like to thank for giving up their day to help 
us, some of the Stewards were from SSDTC:  Darren Lee, Dianne Cicchetti, 
Catherine Link, Judy Smith, and Margaret Taylor.  Judge Sandra Gluck 
came along to help and from the Beardie Club, Lyn Smith. The trial was 
conducted at the conclusion of normal Obedience training at the Club.  
Considering the late start (10.30 am) it was a small trial, which we prefer 
as it makes for a friendly and laid-back event.

Left to Right:  Pamela Ryan and Artemis; Steven Tong and Bailey; Carol Wallace and Missy; Lyn Coleman and Gypsy; 

Linda Bebington and Cody

There was an excellent entry of Members from SSDTC, some of whom 
received qualifications.  Lyn Coleman with Gypsy stole the show by coming 
First in every event entered.
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Agility Round Up
Robyn Goldsmith

Trial Results
Congratulations everybody!

Kyeamba DTC - Wagga Wagga 27-28 April
• Maria and Neeko GDX Q

Hawkesbury DTC 9 May
• Darren Lee and Winston ADM 2nd with just one fault

Wollongong DTC 14 May
• Rhonda and Michaela JDX 1st Q
• Patricia and Lacey JDM 1st Q
• Maria and Neeko 2nd 

Agility Trial
Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club will be hosting an Agility Trial on 
Sunday 15th June. There will be no Obedience training that day.
We are still seeking Stewards who can help out on the day. Training 
for the various roles will be provided on Sunday 8th June.
It would be greatly appreciated if you could spare a full or half a 
day. If you were thinking about doing Agility or just want to know 
what it is all about, then Stewarding is a perfect opportunity to do 
so. Please provide your details to the ladies in the office.

Agility Beginner Class
We are considering conducting another Beginner Course this 
year. Hoping to commence late July.
If you are in Class 3 or Class 4 by this time and would like to try out 
for Agility, please give your details to the ladies in the office.
To be considered for the Beginner Agility Class you need the 
following:
Requirements:
Dog MUST be minimum of 16 Months Old.
NON-AGGRESSIVE to other dogs and humans
Have a STRONG Recall
Beginner Agility is available from CLASS THREE
Dog must be in good physical condition
It is a 12 week course with homework.



What does it take to grade up?

Grading takes place every Sunday at end of class

Handlers are allowed to encourage their dogs verbally and repeat 

commands. Checking a dog is not penalised. Clicker & food rewards (luring) 

are permitted.

Core Elements

 Handler is to demonstrate a level of communication between them and 

their dog is being established

 Handler may touch, encourage and direct the dog during all heeling 

patterns

 Heeling with a loose lead (as much as possible), execution of left and right 

turns, sits and basic handling

 Handler is to demonstrate a knowledge/ability to communicate 

commands to the dog

Class 1 to 2

Kindergarten/Club Introduction
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Grading takes place each week at end of class

Handlers are introduced to the club, informed on basic dog to 

handler communication and shown basic commands. Handlers 

and their dog are in this class for one week only

Grading 

Fundamentals



 Grading takes place 2nd Sunday of each month

Handlers are allowed to encourage their dogs verbally, but only occasionally 
repeat commands. Checking a dog is penalised, consistent checking of the dog 
will result in a failure. No clicker, food rewards (luring) permitted. Canine Bridle, 
Halti permitted.

Core Elements

 Loose Lead (leash) all paces. Sit stay and drop (or down) stays, Handler 
beside dog

 Heeling at all paces with a loose lead. Sits and stands using signal and voice 
only. Downs without force although the dog may be 'guided' down by the 
lead

 Stays: (A) Sit, handler beside the dog for 1 minute; (B) Down, handler beside 
the dog for 1 minute

 Handling: based on the handler’s ability to communicate command

Class 2 to 3
14

Class 3 to 4

 Grading takes place 3rd Sunday of each Month

 Handlers are allowed to encourage their dogs verbally but only issue one 
command. Handling the dog or checking the dog will earn a penalty. 
Consistent checking must be failed. No clicker, food rewards (luring) permitted. 
No Canine Bridles or Haltis permitted.

 Core Elements

 Loose Lead (leash) all paces, automatic sit, stand for examination, sit stay 
and drop (or down) stays with handler in front of dog (1.5 m minimum)

 Heeling: at all paces with a loose lead. Sits to be automatic. Stands and 
Downs using signal and voice only. Handler is not to touch or guide the dog 
into any directed position.

 Stand For Examination: with dog beside handler. (Dogs’ paws movement will 
earn minor deductions as per CCD judging). If dogs all four paws move, it is a 
fail.

 Stays: (A) sit, handler in front of dog for 1 minute; (B) down, handler in front of 
dog for 2 minutes

 Handling: based on the handler’s ability to communicate command



Class 4 to Club Medal

 Grading takes place Sunday as per Judges Ring schedule

Three qualifying passes to Dogs NSW trial standard -> Community Companion 
Dog (CCD) Standard

Handlers should not encourage their dog verbally, and only issue one 
command. Handling the dog or checking the dog will earn a penalty (repeated 
checking will be failed). No clicker or food rewards (luring) permitted.

Core Elements

 Loose Lead (leash) all paces, Automatic sit, stand for examination, Recall, Sit 
stay and drop (or down) stays. Handler in of front dog

 Heeling: at all paces to an advanced standard (Automatic sits, stands and 
downs signal and voice only)

 Stand for Examination: as in a CCD Trial with the handler in front of the dog to 
the length of the leash. If dogs all four paws move, it is a fail.

 Recall: 12 metres off lead (components of exercise as in CCD Trail)

 Stays: (A) Sit, handler 5 metres in front of dog for 1 minute; (B) Down, handler 5 
metres in front of dog for 2 minutes

 Handling: based on the handler’s ability to communicate commands.

 Note: Pre-requisite is the handler and dog having graded to Class 4

15

Club Medal Excellent

 Grading takes place 
Sunday as per Judges Ring 
schedule

Three qualifying passes to 
Dogs NSW trial standard -
>Novice (CD) Standard

Note: Pre-requisites of (1) the 
handler and dog having 
graded to Class 4, (2) having 
gained Club Medal



You can’t reward 

or punish 

emotions, you 

can only reward 

or punish 

behaviour

"You cannot reward or punish your dog's emotional state."

Let's break down what this means -

The latest scientific research indicates you cannot reward or punish 

emotions, you can only reward or punish behaviour, or actions.

When a dog has developed a behavioural issue, it's crucially important 

before trying to fix the problem, that you fully understand what's driving your 

dog to act this way.

Here's a couple of commonly misinterpreted scenarios:

Case study 1 - A dog barks or growls at children.

Every time the dog does this, his owner yanks on the leash and reprimands 

the dog. The owner believes they are punishing the dog for being 

aggressive and with a few repetitions the dog will probably learn not to act 

in this way. Problem fixed? No — unfortunately, it's worse. The dog still hates 

kids, possibly even more, but he's now learned that he shouldn't show this 

with a bark or growl. The behaviour (vocalisation) has been punished and 

may cease, but the underlying emotional state (a hatred of children) will 

remain. This means we've now lost a very clear warning signal from the dog 

and he is also more likely to bite instead of bark or growl next time.

Case study 2 - A dog runs around the house frightened, pacing and 

panting every time there is a thunderstorm.

Owners in this situation often worry that if they give the dog any attention or 

rewards, they will reward him for being scared. However, if they give the 

dog a few treats for lying down on his bed, the dog may learn, 'If I go to my 

bed during a thunderstorm, I get treats and  attention.' There is a bonus 

here: the dog may start to feel calmer as a result of the training and the act 

of lying down. When the dog feels good, the fear that was driving the 

behaviour of running around fades, which means you have helped your 

dog to feel less scared.

We can train dogs to hug each other, but we can't train them to love each 

other quite so  easily.
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Training Tips

You can find more information on Ryan & Jen Tate 

at their website https://www.tateanimals.com/



Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club 

April Double Trick Dog Test

& May Obedience and Rally Trial
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Shanelle Corben – Trial Secretary/Manager Report

Thank you to all our Helpers
As I wrap up my second year as Trial Secretary for the Trick Dog, 

Obedience, and Rally competitions at the club, I want to take a moment 

to reflect on what a rewarding experience it has been. With a short break 

ahead to recharge and prepare for next year, I want to extend my 

deepest thanks to everyone who made these events possible.

Sunday 6 April 2025 & Sunday 18 May 2025

This year marked our very first Trick Dog Test (Competition), and what an incredible 

debut it was! We had an outstanding 23 members step into the ring, each of you truly 

embraced the challenge, put on your "trick caps" and gave it your all. It was a joy to 

watch you and your dogs shine. A huge congratulations as well to everyone who took 

part in the Obedience & Rally competition. Your hard work, dedication, and 

achievements made us all proud. Well done to everyone.

Both the Trick Dog and Obedience & Rally competitions brought their own share of 

unexpected (and at times unwanted!) challenges, but the overwhelmingly positive 

feedback we received from both events speaks volumes. 

Other clubs will look to what we’ve accomplished with admiration, and it’s all thanks to 

the spirit and teamwork of our amazing “village”. Whether your contribution was large 

or small, your help and support played a vital role in the success of our Trick Dog and 

Obedience & Rally competitions. I truly can’t thank you enough.

A very special thank you to our generous sponsors of our competitions:

April: Trick Dog - Kong Company & Dog Sport Equipment

May: Obedience & Rally - Clisdells Strata Management

Jenni’s report on following pages on each of these competitions. 

Below: The misty fields at 5.30am all lit up and ready to go 
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Sunday 5th April 2025

Trick Dog Test

Club Member Results
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Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club Trick Dog Test

Clockwise 

from left: 

Hugh, 

Patricia & 

Ziggy, 

Magic, 

Gypsy, 

Dolly, Rio
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Sunday 18th May 2025
Obedience & Rally

Club Member Results



21

Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club Obedience & Rally
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Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club Obedience & Rally
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Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club Obedience & Rally
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Sutherland Shire Dog Training Club Obedience & Rally

THANK YOU TO CLISDELLS STRATA MANAGEMENT

We extend a heartfelt thank you to Clisdells Strata Management.

Their generous sponsorship has made a meaningful difference, and we 

are truly grateful for their support to our Obedience and Rally 

competition this year.

From our Committee & Members, thank you Clisdells for your generosity 

and support

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE YOU AS A VALUED PARTNER
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Other Trick Tests, Obedience & Rally Trials, and Scentwork

Herding Test, April 4 
Linda & Kodiak 

Herding Instinct test, pass.

Inner Sydney Dog Sports 

Club Scent Work Trial, 

March 30
Christie & Jaxon,

Advanced Containers, Q; 

Advanced Interiors, 1st place

Royal Easter Show, April 11,12, 16
Lyn & Gypsy, 

Advanced Tricks

Test 1 - 1st place 96/100; 

Test 2 - 2nd place 97.5/100

Linda & Kodiak

Rally Novice, 97/100, 2nd place & Title 

Test 1 - Starter Tricks, 59/60, 1st place

Test 2 - Starter Tricks, 58/60, 2nd place & Title

Border Collie Club Trial, April 12
Linda & Kodiak 

Rally Novice, 96/100, 3rd place.

Poodle National, April 20
Loretta, Swayze & Hugh

Rally Novice - Swayze 1st place 

& Hugh 3rd Place

Swayze then went on to win highest score in rally.

Australian Terrier Club of NSW Inc., 

April 20, Leslie & Dannie

Trick Dog Advanced – Q, Title gained

National Obedience Rally & Trick 

Trials, April 26
Lyn & Gypsy, Rally Masters 100/100

Advanced Tricks 97.9/100, 3rd place

Christie & Magic, 

Rally Advanced, Q; Tricks Starter, 2nd place

Linda & Kodiak, 

Rally Novice, Q; Tricks starter, Q



26

Doberman Scent Work Trial, May 9
Shanelle & Kadie,

Novice Interiors, Q Novice Vehicles, Q

Linda & Clancy, Novice Vehicles, Q

Bearded Collie Club NSW 

Obedience Trial, May 4
Lyn & Gypsy, 

Open Obedience 195/200, 

1st place

Rally Masters 99/100, 1st place

Advanced Tricks 99/100, 

1st place

Linda & Kodiak

Rally Novice, 1st place

Starter Tricks, 2nd place

Shoalhaven Dog Training Scent 
Work Trial, March 8
Jan & Bentley

Novice Vehicles, Q, title gained.

Hills Dog Club, May 10
Maria & Neeko

Rally Master, 97/100, 3rd place

Denison Dog Club Double Trick 

Test, May 25
Maria & Arlo

AM trick dog intermediate, 79.5/80, 1st place

PM trick dog intermediate, 80/80, 1st place
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Merchandise

Treat pouches 

are now 

available from 

the canteen –

only $15.00 each



28

General Rules

Our club enforces a no 

dog attack policy. This 

means if your dog has 

attacked another dog or 

human you will be asked 

to purchase from the 

clubhouse (or elsewhere) 

a muzzle to use whilst on 

SSDTC grounds during 

training sessions.

Please understand that 

the enforcing of this policy 

is for the safety of our 

trainers, members and 

their dogs

Removal of the muzzle at 

a future date to be 

decided by senior 

instructor(s) assessment on 

the aggressive dog

Ground Rules

1. Members must be in class by the time specified. Instructors have the right to refuse entry 

to the class if you are late.

2. All dogs must be vetted by the appointed vetting officers before you proceed to a 

class. No dogs will be allowed on the field before being vetted.

3. Members without membership cards may be refused admittance to class.

4. All dogs must be immunised against Distemper, Hepatitis, Parvovirus and Para influenza 

and Kennel Cough.

5. Current inoculation certificates must be produced when renewing membership.

6. No bitch in season will be allowed to attend training.

7. All dogs must be kept on a leash at all times unless under the supervision of an 

instructor.

8. All handlers of dogs who foul the grounds must immediately clean up and dispose of 

the matter in the bin/s provided.

9. Classes using the Club jumps and/or agility equipment will be responsible for returning 

the equipment to the equipment room after use.

10. Members shall behave courteously to other members and officials of the Club at all 

times.

11. Any disputes should be referred to the chief instructor or a committee member at the 

time of the dispute.

TRAINING AND CLASS TIMES

SUNDAY MORNING

Kindergarten - 8:30 to 9:30 am

(During Daylight Saving 8:00 to 9:00 am)

Classes 1, 2, 3, 4 - 8:30 to 9:30 am

(During Daylight Saving 8:00 to 9:00 am)

Beginners Agility - 8:30 to 9:30 am

(During Daylight Saving 8:00 to 9:00 am)

MONDAY NIGHT

The Help Class - 7:00 to 8:30 pm

(Invitation Only - Enquire at Clubhouse)

Rally – 7:00 to 9:00pm

Obedience Trial Class 7:00 to 9:00pm

(every fortnight)

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
(moving to Sunday Mornings soon!)

Agility Training - 7:15 to 9:30 pm (Intermediate/Triallers)


