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Advertising Rates:

Did you know you can advertise in

 The Wag Magazine?
Our very reasonable advertising rates 

include an initial introduction/bio of your 

company along with your advertisement.

Contact the editor for details.

Contact Us
Postal Address: PO Box 231, 
Sutherland NSW 1499

Tel: (02) 9521 1633 (clubhouse 
during training hours)

Web: www.ssdtc.com.au

Email: 
information@ssdtc.com.au

All contributions for THE WAG 
must be emailed to 
editor@ssdtc.com.au

Contributions must be received 
at least two weeks prior to 
distribution otherwise inclusion 
cannot be guaranteed

Opinions expressed in THE WAG 
are not necessarily those of the 
Sutherland Shire Dog Training 
Club Inc. or its committee.

Any veterinary advice printed 
in THE WAG should be checked 
with your own vet.

SINGLE EDITION
FULL PAGE $55
HALF PAGE $40

QUARTER PAGE $22

3 EDITIONS
FULL PAGE $165 

HALF PAGE $115

QUARTER PAGE $66

6 EDITIONS
FULL PAGE $300 

HALF PAGE $210
QUARTER PAGE $120 
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Find us on Facebook

http://www.ssdtc.com.au/
mailto:information@ssdtc.com.au
mailto:editor@ssdtc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064528518779
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Editor’s Note

President’s Report

Firstly, the Committee would like to welcome the 
150 new members that joined SSDTC in 2025. We 
hope that you have all picked up the help and 
advice on how to turn your dog into a sociable and 
happy part of the community.

As we come to the end of the year, it is timely to thank all our volunteers that 
contributed to another successful year. The work and effort they put into all the 
operations and events that make up the club is highly commendable and very much 
appreciated. 

With that in mind, we have our Christmas party on |Sunday December 7th at 8:0am - 
9:30am. The organising team have put together an exciting number of events to 
ensure we all have a great time. This is a good opportunity to bring your family along 
to see what  you and your dog get up to at training.

Keep an eye on the website for club news as our volunteers have a well-earned 
break.

On behalf of the Committee, we wish all our members a merry Christmas and a safe 
and happy New Year.

See you all when we start up again on February 1, 2026.

Welcome to this bi-monthly edition of The Wag 
Magazine.  As always, it’s a joy to bring you  the 
latest happenings in our vibrant dog-loving 
community. Whether you're here for training 
tips, event updates, or just a few heartwarming 
pup stories, we hope this issue brings a smile

to your face and keeps you connected to our club. A big thank you to everyone who 
contributes photos, articles, and ideas!

When your human is the editor of the magazine, you get to be on the front page ;) 
but if you want your dog featured in the magazine drop me a line at 
editor@ssdtc.com.au You’ll also see me at training and trials hovering and taking 
pictures, so look out for your furry friend in future editions.

Lee Collett

Brian Jarrett

mailto:editor@ssdtc.com.au


October
Greg Archibald of ENGADINE with Australian Terrier Luna
Ben Bevan of ENGADINE with Labrador Retriever x Albert
Jessica Cerni of CARINGBAH with German Shepherd Dog Laika
Stephen Davies of JANNALI with Dachshund x Djidi
Tameka Fletcher of YARRAWARRAH with French Bulldog Axel
Melissa Horton of ENGADINE with Poodle Honey
Toni Keegan of ENGADINE with Labrador Retriever x Albert
Jean Matthews of WORONORA HEIGHTS with Golden Retriever x Autumn
Wendy Mied of BUNDEENA with German Shepherd Dog x Rex
Melanie Ridout of KAREELA with Poodle x Oreo
Shawnee Schmid of YOWIE BAY with Golden Retriever Paisley
Bethe Shannan of CARINGBAH with German Shepherd Dog Laika
Ben Smith of ENGADINE with Golden Retriever Abby and Golden Retriever Gus
Sophie Smith of ENGADINE with Golden Retriever Gus and Golden Retriever Abby
Nina Wongthong of CARINGBAH SOUTH with Miniature Schnauzer Oreo

November
Adam Allouche of CRONULLA with Golden Retriever Casper
Elise Ashton of 2212 with Chihuahua x Zoe
Scott Babbage of HELENSBURGH with Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Milo
Kristy Berkley of CARINGBAH SOUTH with Beagle x Tilly
Chris Blunt of KIRRAWEE with Golden Retriever Bronte
Mark Bonnici of KIRRAWEE with Cavalier King Charles Spaniel x Callie
Lucy Carmichael of OATLEY with x Millie
Angelina Clark of ENGADINE with Golden Retriever x Penny
John Fazio of BURRANEER with Staffordshire Bull Terrier Rosie
Raymond Goody of BUNDEENA with English Springer Spaniel Jessie
Chitra Kalamogen of HEATHCOTE with Australian Kelpie x Cooper
Laura Kalomiris of PICNIC POINT with Old English Sheepdog x Hugo
Bill Karayannis of SYLVANIA WATERS with Miniature Schnauzer Luna
Anthony Leva of BARDEN RIDGE with Labrador Retriever x Oreo
Michael Narbeshuber of MENAI with Poodle x Alfie
Kusniati Ungvary of SYLVANIA with Poodle x Biscuit

New Members
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iPetStore.com.au
8 iPetStore is a family 

owned, Sydney based pet 
supplies store. Starting in 
2013 as an on-line only pet 
supplies business, their 
warehouse is now open to 
the public 7 days week 
and includes Puppy 
Preschool and a DIY Dog 
Wash.

 They ship to most places 
in Australia and offer free 
shipping to most metro 
areas.  iPetStore can be 
found at Warehouse 27, 3-
11 Flora St, Kirrawee - just 
down the hill from 
Woolworths and South 
Village.  There is parking 
available on the site and 
they are open Mon-Fri: 
9am - 5pm, Sat: 9am-3pm, 
Sun: 10am-2pm.

 All of their products are 
distributed from their 
warehouse in Kirrawee. 
The team is available to 
chat via phone 9am-5pm 
(AEST) or if you would 
prefer, you can email 
sales@ipetstore.com.au

https://ipetstore.com.au/
mailto:sales@ipetstore.com.au


CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
We need your support for 
both the Obedience/Rally 

and Agility trials.  We require 
stewards for Obedience & 
Rally for May, and Agility in 

June.  Please see Shanelle or 
Jan to put your name down to 

help out on these days.

Calendar of Events

Club Event Dates

6 April – Trick Dog 
Test

12 May - Tracking 
Trial (T&S)

18 May - 
Obedience & 
Rally Trial 

15 June - Agility 
Trial

21 June – Track & 
Search Trial
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If you can steward, help in the 
kitchen or are savvy on the 

computer, please reach out to 
Shanelle Corben at 

ams.corben@bigpond.com 

THERE WILL BE NO TRAINING ON

6th APRIL, 18th MAY

or 15th JUNE

Training 
Dates

First Sunday for 
2025 Training will 
be Sunday 2 
February

Final Sunday for 
2025 Training will 
be Sunday 7 
December

The Wag Magazine 
distribution dates 
are 1st of February, 
April, June, August, 
October & 
December

Meeting 
Dates

Instructors 
Meetings take 
place on the first 
Sunday of every 
month after 
general training

Committee 
Meetings take 
place on the 
second Sunday of 
every month after 
general training

Annual General 
Meeting will be held 
SUNDAY 14 
SEPTEMBER



We cannot do without our helpers – and to thank them all for their wonderful 

help and assistance for the year, we held a lunch at Riskalas in Jannali.

A big THANK YOU to 

everyone for their generous

support, time and energy,

Let’s do it all again in 2026!

Thank You, Helpers!
10
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2025 RALLY SUMMARY

Jan Taylor

2025 RALLY SUMMARY

For those unfamiliar with Rally it is likened to Agility for Obedience 

dogs where a Judge would set a course, the competitors will walk 

the circuit to familiarize themselves with the different workstations 

and then when it is their turn, undertake the course.  If your dog is 

able to Sit/Drop/Stand/Come/Heel to a suitable standard, then you 

will have no problem with Rally.  
Shanelle Corben, Club Vice President and Rally Judge has 

compiled a You-Tube video of all of the signs from Novice through 

to Master Level. This includes (with assistance from Lyn Coleman’s 

Gypsy) the new Signs that come into effect on 1st January 2026. 

You can view these at the following site:  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLX8oV4qgHAo93qAG2de_

oWHH_K3rEIuFI

Additionally, you are able to download  the ‘Rules and Regulations’ 

from the ”Dogs Australia” web site: 

(https://www.dogsaustralia.org.au/members/rule-regulations/rules/)

There are five levels in Rally:  Novice (conducted on Lead), 

Advance, Excellent, Master and Rally Champion.

The Rally Class is held on a Monday Evening, commencing at 7.30 

pm, but most of the group arrive at 7.00 pm to help set up the 

workstations or courses for the night’s training.  We generally finish 

between 8.30 and 9.00 pm.

If you are interested in doing Rally the next intake will be on 

Monday, 9th February, 2026.  Enquiries may be directed to the 

ladies in the Clubhouse.

This year we have had a number of wonderful results, some of 

which were:

Novice Titles:  Linda Bebington with Kodi;  Patricia Pestane with 

Ziggy;  Flore-Anne Carlet with Lumi; Heather McMillan with Billy Rob 

Annesley with Tex; Maria Herger with Arlo.

Advance Title: Rob Annesley with Tex.

Master Title: Lyn Coleman with Gypsy

Rally Champion:  Maria Herger with Neeko

.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLX8oV4qgHAo93qAG2de_oWHH_K3rEIuFI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLX8oV4qgHAo93qAG2de_oWHH_K3rEIuFI
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Agility Round Up
Robyn Goldsmith

Our Agility Chief Instructor Sandra Walker has sent us her dog agility journey.

First of all a big THANK YOU to our instructors Sandra and Jan helped by Lyn 
who give up so much of their time to help us learn the sport of Agility.  To the 
club members who turn up each week and help set up the course - thank you 
also – this is what a club is all about.

 
Dog’s I have trained: 

*Zac  *Gidgee *Dusty *Miley *Kip *Bindy 

Working kelpies…I love the work ethic of a kelpie, high drive, motivated and 

always ready to learn. 

How I started and how long involved in the agility: 

I started training my first Kelpie Zac in obedience at ESDTC and at this stage 

knew nothing about agility.  Someone suggested Zac would be good at agility.  I 

joined Canine Fun Sports run by Le Hammer and Keith Edwards.  Zac was just 7 

months old and absolutely loved it. I then joined the Agility Dog Club.  

One day at an obedience trial I met Carol Wallace and Barbara Horton who told 

me about Sutherland dog training which we joined in 1996.  Our trainers then were Carol Crowe and 

Margaret Taylor. So you can work out the maths how long have I been involved in agility! 

What got me interested in agility?    

The FUN and friendships I made along the way and teaching new 

and different skills to my dogs. My first trial with Zac was at 

Sutherland  

Training challenges:  All the dogs have presented me with different 

challenges along the way.  Every one of my dogs has taught me so 

much, not only about the working breed but also with the 

challenges presented to enhance my knowledge  and skills in training dogs.  

All my dogs outside of agility know when to chill but are always ready to work. 

Favourite obstacle/s: weavers, jumps, tunnels. 

My dog’s favourite pastime: Sheep herding and working with me no matter the discipline. 

I have trained 6 working kelpies in obedience, rally, agility, jumping, games, endurance, in recent time, 

tricks and scent.  Each one has had their own personalities and each one has taught me something new 

about dog training. 

A favourite highlight when my sister Lyn with her then dog Blaze and my then dog Gidgee gained our 

Masters Strategic Pairs title being the first SPDM title in Australia. 

Funny things whilst trialling: I was running Zac in an agility competition 

and all of a sudden my sister’s dog Blaze ran in and followed him on the 

course.  We went clear on the course and the judge qualified us.  

Another time we were trialling in Tamworth it was a jumping course 

and the weavers were outside the ring as they are not in jumping, I sent 

Dusty around and she saw the weaves went out completed them came 

back and completed the course with the fastest time and first place.  As 

the weaves weren’t in the course doing them wasn’t considered an obstacle out of order just wasting 

time. 
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Some reports from our members on their trialling experiences.  We have had a few 
members beginning their Agility journey this year and they have done very well.

From Lyn Morris – her first Agility trial

On Saturday 8th November, four members of the agility group from the Sutherland Shire 
Dog training club attended an Agility Dog Association of Australia (ADAA) competition at 
Douglas Park. For three members, Lucy (Freddie, the dog), Linda (Jasper, the dog) and Lyn 
(Amber the dog) it was their first trial. 
Catherine and Jack Jack the dog had competed before, but was still new in this field.

 it was a hot day, but the competition did not start until early evening. The first timers had 
their dogs measured. No problems for any dogs. Amber scoffed the treats as she was 
measured. Unfortunately for Lyn, she had forgotten that the treat bag was left open, so 
Amber continued eating most of the treats until found. Tip 1, put treats away safely. 

Lucy started well, but Freddie decided to look for Dad and left the course, Tip 2. Any family 
member to be in sight near the course. After that, Dad was nearby and there were no 
more incidents. 

The dogs performed very well. Jack Jack and Catherine got 2nd in the Regular Intermediate 
Midi Jumping Test. Freddie and Lucy got 1st in Combined Elementary Midi Jumping Test. 
Jasper came 1st in Combined Elementary Mini Jumping Test (no faults and qualification), 
2nd in Combined Starters Mini Agility Test, and 4th in the Open A Mini Individual 
Steeplechase (no faults and qualification). 

Amber and Lyn did not do so well. Amber decided she needed to pee on one course and on 
another went sniffing. Tip 3. Don’t do a scent course the same day as Agility! Lyn kept 
forgetting where the next part of the course was, otherwise Amber would have done much 
better.

 The Judges we’re really lovely with the new entrants and everyone was helpful. END 

Any one thinking of doing Agility trials, give it a go. Going with a friendly group is fun. But 
be prepared for a long day. We took 2 gazebos for sun protection, lots of water and some 
coconut water for the dogs and humans. We helped set up, put things away and even leant 
how to score. 

Left to right, Lyn and Amber, Catherine and Jack 
Jack, Lucy and Freddie, Freddie’s Dad, Linda and 
Jasper.

Linda also commented on this trial: 

We had a good (hot) (long) night last night.
Jack Jack and Catherine got 2nd in the Regular Intermediate Midi Jumping Test;
Freddie and Lucy got 1st in Combined Elementary Midi Jumping Test;
Jasper and myself came 1st in Combined Elementary Mini Jumping Test (no faults and 
qualification), 2nd in Combined Starters Mini Agility Test, and 4th in the Open A Mini 
Individual Steeplechase (no faults and qualification).
All the dogs did really well (apart from Freddie running off to find dad and Amber going to the 
toilet in the middle of the race .
Thanks again Jan for all your work and patience in teaching us.
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Trial Results
Oktoberfest 25-26th October 

• Darren and Winston ADM 2nd Q; JDM 1st Q; 

• Patricia and Lacey SDX Q; ADX 1st Q

• Patricia and Ziggy JD 1st Q AD 2nd 

Manly DKC 1st November

• Darren and Winston JDM Q; ADM2 1st Q;

• Patricia and Ziggy JD 1st Q; AD 1st

ADAA Douglas Park 8th November

• Linda and Jasper Elem Mini Jumping 1st Q; Open Mini Steeplechase Q; 

ADAA ADC 23rd November

• Linda and Jasper; Patricia and Ziggy; Katarzyna and Foxy Mini Team Relay 2nd Q

• Katarzyna and Foxy Open Mini Games 3rd Q

Big congratulations also to Katarzyna and Foxy who gained two Qs in their first Agility 
trial ever held on 23rd November at the ADAA competition at Castle Hill.  A very proud 
moment! Pictured also with her team mates Patrica and Ziggy and Linda and Jasper 
celebrating their 2nd place Q run in the ADAA trial mini teams event.  A very late night 
for our trailers with the trial running til after 11pm.

Notice of Rule changes
The rules for ANKC Agility competitions have been changed and the new rules 
have been published on the Dogs Australia web site. They come into effect on 1st 
January 2026. New rules can be seen here 1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-
26.pdf
The main changes which will affect most of us are height changes and the handler 
is now permitted to carry on their person a small noiseless toy or a small sealed 
food container which are to remain completely concealed whilst in the ring. If a 
reward is exposed during a run, the dog will be disqualified. Treat pouches must 
not be worn.  
New measurements are: 

https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
https://dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10403/1-da-agility-and-games-rules-01-01-26.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawOTLERleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeroVESxmFbRsnSmkMRMEahiT3S9p8ys6BXkPi3iqp6xLZ6usqLXtDbi1CkIk_aem_mhuUvbEzaPJAVo9LqY4OqA
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What does it take to grade up?

Kindergarten 

/Club 

Introduction

❖Grading takes place every Sunday at end of class

Handlers are allowed to encourage their dogs verbally and repeat 

commands. Checking a dog is not penalised. Clicker & food rewards (luring) 

are permitted.

Core Elements

❖ Handler is to demonstrate a level of communication between them and 

their dog is being established

❖ Handler may touch, encourage and direct the dog during all heeling 

patterns

❖ Heeling with a loose lead (as much as possible), execution of left and right 

turns, sits and basic handling

❖ Handler is to demonstrate a knowledge/ability to communicate 

commands to the dog

Class 1 to 2

Kindergarten/Club Introduction
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❖Grading takes place each week at end of class

Handlers are introduced to the club, informed on basic dog to 

handler communication and shown basic commands. Handlers 

and their dog are in this class for one week only

Grading 

Fundamentals



Kindergarten 

/Club 

Introduction

❖ Grading takes place 2nd Sunday of each month

Handlers are allowed to encourage their dogs verbally, but only occasionally 
repeat commands. Checking a dog is penalised, consistent checking of the dog 
will result in a failure. No clicker, food rewards (luring) permitted. Canine Bridle, 
Halti permitted.

Core Elements

❖ Loose Lead (leash) all paces. Sit stay and drop (or down) stays, Handler 
beside dog

❖ Heeling at all paces with a loose lead. Sits and stands using signal and voice 
only. Downs without force although the dog may be 'guided' down by the 
lead

❖ Stays: (A) Sit, handler beside the dog for 1 minute; (B) Down, handler beside 
the dog for 1 minute

❖ Handling: based on the handler’s ability to communicate command

Class 2 to 3
16

Class 3 to 4

❖ Grading takes place 3rd Sunday of each Month

 Handlers are allowed to encourage their dogs verbally but only issue one 
command. Handling the dog or checking the dog will earn a penalty. 
Consistent checking must be failed. No clicker, food rewards (luring) permitted. 
No Canine Bridles or Haltis permitted.

 Core Elements

❖  Loose Lead (leash) all paces, automatic sit, stand for examination, sit stay 
and drop (or down) stays with handler in front of dog (1.5 m minimum)

❖ Heeling: at all paces with a loose lead. Sits to be automatic. Stands and 
Downs using signal and voice only. Handler is not to touch or guide the dog 
into any directed position.

❖ Stand For Examination: with dog beside handler. (Dogs’ paws movement will 
earn minor deductions as per CCD judging). If dogs all four paws move, it is a 
fail.

❖ Stays: (A) sit, handler in front of dog for 1 minute; (B) down, handler in front of 
dog for 2 minutes

❖ Handling: based on the handler’s ability to communicate command



Class 4 to Club Medal

❖ Grading takes place Sunday as per Judges Ring schedule

Three qualifying passes to Dogs NSW trial standard -> Community Companion 
Dog (CCD) Standard

Handlers should not encourage their dog verbally, and only issue one 
command. Handling the dog or checking the dog will earn a penalty (repeated 
checking will be failed). No clicker or food rewards (luring) permitted.

Core Elements

❖ Loose Lead (leash) all paces, Automatic sit, stand for examination, Recall, Sit 
stay and drop (or down) stays. Handler in of front dog

❖ Heeling: at all paces to an advanced standard (Automatic sits, stands and 
downs signal and voice only)

❖ Stand for Examination: as in a CCD Trial with the handler in front of the dog to 
the length of the leash. If dogs all four paws move, it is a fail.

❖ Recall: 12 metres off lead (components of exercise as in CCD Trail)

❖ Stays: (A) Sit, handler 5 metres in front of dog for 1 minute; (B) Down, handler 5 
metres in front of dog for 2 minutes

❖ Handling: based on the handler’s ability to communicate commands.

❖ Note: Pre-requisite is the handler and dog having graded to Class 4
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Club Medal Excellent

❖ Grading takes place 
Sunday as per Judges Ring 
schedule

Three qualifying passes to 
Dogs NSW trial standard -
>Novice (CD) Standard

Note: Pre-requisites of (1) the 
handler and dog having 
graded to Class 4, (2) having 
gained Club Medal



5 Tips for High 

Energy Dogs

Tip 1: A Tired Dog is a Good Dog

A tired dog is a good dog! A treadmill is a GREAT way to burn off a little extra energy before 
bedtime, on rainy days, or when you simply have a dog who needs a little extra burn before 
their daily excursions. I WALK my dogs predominately on the treadmill. The idea is not to get 
their fitness level so high that it exceeds your energy level, but to burn off a bit of energy in 
a slow, controlled fashion. Twenty minutes of “walkie time” as I call it on a treadmill will 
prepare you and your dog for a more enjoyable hike later in the day. Think of it as a warm 
up. You might add five minutes of trotting to get the tongue lolling, but mostly calm walking 
is best to condition a relaxed mind.

Tip 2: Teach Your Dog Patience

Teach your dog the concept of patience. We tend to go places. We always have a 
destination. In horse training there is a method of tying a horse on what is called a patience 
pole. They simply learn the skill of doing nothing for long periods affixed to a pole sunk in 
the ground. In dog training, your dog needs to learn to be patient and relaxed while on 
leash. YOU can be the patience pole. If it can be done with a thousand pound animal, surely 
we can teach Fido to just wait. Do nothing. Go no where. Coffee shop patios are great for 
this. Also, teach your dog to be patient and travel in a crate. They exit the vehicle calmer in 
most cases and allow you to get your equipment organized before the dog exits the vehicle 
so you aren't in a mad rush. If you are rushing because your dog is wound up, who is in the 
driver's seat?

Tip 3: Make a Training Box

Get the equipment to help you accomplish these things. Make a training box or bag. Training 
leashes, collars, Bitter Apple Spray for barking, squirt bottles, treats are all part of my 
training box. You may need a pro to help you properly implement their use and perfect 
techniques, but without the right gear you are wasting your time.

Tip 4: Double Up with Exercise + Patience

Pick three to four activities lasting an hour or more to do with your dog each week to burn 
exercise, then practice being a patience pole during that activity for 15 of those minutes. 
Hiking, biking, trip to the beach or lake, field trip to Petsmart or Home Depot, etc. Don't wait 
to do your training until you have to make a vet appointment, or when your child is playing 
in a soccer game. Practice before you need the skills. With a high-energy dog, you may need 
to treadmill before you engage in these activities to manage their enthusiasm.

Tip 5: Enrichment Treats

Enrichment treats such as bones with frozen peanut butter on the inside, stuffed Kongs, 
knuckle bones, bully sticks, and pig ears are all example of some great enrichment items to 
create calmness while inside the home, kennel, or crate.

Conclusion

So, stock up your training bag. Get a strategy in place to pre burn some energy BEFORE your 
dog excursion, and schedule your weekly field trips. Put a plan in place and try it for two 
weeks and you will see a big difference in your dog's behavior.

Who knows? You might even want to go to the next level and enroll in more challenging 
courses for fun!

Full article can be read here

Training Tips
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https://leerburg.com/high-energy-dogs.php
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Obedience, Rally, Herding, 

Scent Work, Tricks & DWD Report 

Oct-Nov 2025
Jenni Gormley

Brush Farm Dog Training Club Inc Rally Trials, 

Oct 26
Billy (Ch. Dabne Colonel Fitzwilliam) and Heather

Rally Novice, Pass 88 pts

Rally Novice, Pass 77 pts, Title gained

Ziggy and Patricia

Rally Novice, 88 pts, 3rd place

Rally Novice, 100 pts, 1st place, Title gained

Eastern Suburbs Dog Training 

Club Inc Obedience Trial, Oct 4
Bailey and Steven

Novice Obedience, 2nd with 196

Penrith Kennel and Obedience 

Club Inc 

Rally & Obedience Trials, Oct 5
Tex and Rob

Rally Novice, 91 pts, Title gained

Bailey and Steven

Novice Obedience, 1st with 196

Dogs NSW State Obedience 

Titles, Oct 6
Bailey and Steven

Novice Obedience, 1st with 196; State 

Titles Novice Winner; Gold Medallion 

(Triple Qualifier); Highest scoring dog 

over 3 days



ACT Companion Dog Club Inc 

Scent Work Trial, Oct 9
Mr Wilson and Jan

Scent Work – Containers

Field Spaniel Society of NSW 

Sprint Dog Trial, Oct 10
Mr Wilson and Jan, 26 points

Liza and Lynda, 25 points

Magic and Christie, 37 points
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Northern Suburbs Dog Training Club 

Inc Scent Work Trial, Oct 12
Roman and Christie

Advanced Vehicle, Qualification

Port Macquarie Dog Club 

Inc Obedience/Rally/Trick 

Trials, Oct 18–20
Tex and Rob

Rally Advanced, 96 pts, 3rd 

place, Qualification

Rally Advanced, 96 pts, 3rd 

place, Qualification

Rally Advanced, 100 pts, 1st 

place, Title gained

Tricks – Intermediate, 73.5 pts, 

3rd place, Qualification

Tricks – Intermediate, 75.5 pts, 

3rd place, Qualification

Tricks – Intermediate, 76 pts, 

2nd place, Qualification

Tricks – Intermediate, 76.5 pts, 

2nd place, Title gained
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Orange Scent Work Trial (Dogs 

NSW Affiliate), Nov 1–2
Magic and Christie

Advanced Containers, Qualification

Roman and Christie

Advanced Interiors and Advanced 

Exteriors, Qualifications

Jaxon and Christie

Excellent Vehicles and Excellent Exteriors, 

Qualifications

Field Spaniel Society of NSW 

Sprint Dog Trial, Nov 22
Mr Wilson and Jan, 25 points

Liza and Lynda, 27 points

Inner Sydney Dog Sports Club Inc 

Scent Work Trial, Nov 23
Roman and Christie

Advanced Containers Q 19s, 1st place; 

Advanced Vehicles Q 25s, 2nd place; Scent 

Work Advanced Title gained

Jaxon and Christie

Excellent Exteriors, Q

Dobermann Club of NSW 

Inc Tricks Trial, Oct 26
Roman and Christie

Tricks Starters, 56/60, 3rd 

place, Qualification

Hills Dog Club Inc Rally 

Masters Trial, Nov 1
Lyn Coleman and Gypsy

Rally Masters, 95/100, Title 

gained
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My First Agility Trial

On Saturday 8th November, four members of the agility group from

the Sutherland Shire Dog training club attended an Agility Dog

Association of Australia (ADAA) competition at Douglas Park. For

three members, Lucy (Freddie, the dog), Linda (Jasper, the dog) and

Lyn (Amber the dog) it was their first trial. Catherine and Jack Jack the

dog had competed before but was still new in this field.

It was a hot day, but the competition did not start until early evening.

The first timers had their dogs measured. No problems for any dogs.

Amber scoffed the treats as she was measured. Unfortunately for Lyn,

she had forgotten that the treat bag was left open, so Amber

continued eating most of the treats until found. Tip 1, put treats away

safely.

Lucy started well, but Freddie decided to look for Dad and left the

course, Tip 2. Any family member to be in sight near the course.

After that, Dad was nearby and there were no more incidents.

The dogs performed very well. Jack Jack and Catherine got 2nd in the

Regular Intermediate Midi Jumping Test. Freddie and Lucy got 1st in

Combined Elementary Midi Jumping Test. Jasper came 1st in

Combined Elementary Mini Jumping Test (no faults and qualification),

2nd in Combined Starters Mini Agility Test, and 4th in the Open A Mini

Individual Steeplechase (no faults and qualification).

Amber and Lyn did not do so well. Amber decided she needed to pee

on one course and on another went sniffing. Tip 3. Don’t do a scent

course the same day as Agility! Lyn kept forgetting where the next

part of the course was, otherwise, Amber would have done much

better.

The Judges were really lovely with the new entrants, and everyone was

helpful.

Anyone thinking of doing Agility trials, give it a go. Going with a

friendly group is fun. But be prepared for a long day. We took 2

gazebos for sun protection, lots of water and some coconut water for

the dogs and humans. We helped set up, put things away and even

leant how to score. See photos below of the evening.

Lyn Morris

Left to right, Lyn and Amber, 

Catherine and Jack Jack, Lucy and

Freddie, Freddie’s Dad, Linda and 

Jasper.
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Merchandise

Treat pouches 

are now 

available from 

the canteen – 

only $15.00 each
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General Rules

Our club enforces a no 

dog attack policy. This 

means if your dog has 

attacked another dog or 

human you will be asked 

to purchase from the 

clubhouse (or elsewhere) 

a muzzle to use whilst on 

SSDTC grounds during 

training sessions.

Please understand that 

the enforcing of this policy 

is for the safety of our 

trainers, members and 

their dogs

Removal of the muzzle at 

a future date to be 

decided by senior 

instructor(s) assessment on 

the aggressive dog

Ground Rules

1. Members must be in class by the time specified. Instructors have the right to refuse entry 

to the class if you are late.

2. All dogs must be vetted by the appointed vetting officers before you proceed to a 

class. No dogs will be allowed on the field before being vetted.

3. Members without membership cards may be refused admittance to class.

4. All dogs must be immunised against Distemper, Hepatitis, Parvovirus and Para influenza 

and Kennel Cough.

5. Current inoculation certificates must be produced when renewing membership.

6. No bitch in season will be allowed to attend training.

7. All dogs must be kept on a leash at all times unless under the supervision of an 

instructor.

8. All handlers of dogs who foul the grounds must immediately clean up and dispose of 

the matter in the bin/s provided.

9. Classes using the Club jumps and/or agility equipment will be responsible for returning 

the equipment to the equipment room after use.

10. Members shall behave courteously to other members and officials of the Club at all 

times.

11. Any disputes should be referred to the chief instructor or a committee member at the 

time of the dispute.

TRAINING AND CLASS TIMES

SUNDAY MORNING

Kindergarten - 8:30 to 9:30 am

(During Daylight Saving 8:00 to 9:00 am)

Classes 1, 2, 3, 4 - 8:30 to 9:30 am

(During Daylight Saving 8:00 to 9:00 am)

Beginners Agility - 8:30 to 9:30 am

(During Daylight Saving 8:00 to 9:00 am)

MONDAY NIGHT

The Help Class - 7:00 to 8:30 pm

(Invitation Only - Enquire at Clubhouse)

Rally – 7:00 to 9:00pm

Obedience Trial Class 7:00 to 9:00pm

(every fortnight)

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
(moving to Sunday Mornings soon!)

Agility Training - 7:15 to 9:30 pm (Intermediate/Triallers)
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